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REVIEW 


OF THE 
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OF THE 


British NATION. 


Cuelday, June 13. 1710. 


Made a Beginning upon a Sabjeé, 
which if thoroughly Profecuted, 
would employ this Paper a long time. 


I 


_ And perhaps might be very well worth 


vA 


while too, fince I cannot better take np 
your Time than in Stating, and Endea- 


- vouring tomake upand reconcile a Diffe- 


fence fo Defiructive to the general Profpe- 
Tity of our. Commerce as this, I mean the 
Affair of the African Trade. 

As I have obferv’d I could not well {peak 


of this Macter in Parliament time, while 


ir? 


pe 


to Treat every Subjeét 
_ Bow LT hope that Difficulty will be remov’d 


the Parties were Contending, but I muft 
feem engag’d on one fide or orher 5 and 
Prejudice would be railing Objections a- 


Bainft that Impartiality with which I defire 
I am upon; but 


—The War between the Parties feems 


to be over, and the Weapons laid afide 
=m 1 he Wounds perhaps may appear 
on both fides; for there is feldom (uch 
Strife but it leaves fome Scars remaining, 
to fhew both fides the Folly, as well as 
Mitchief, of their former Feuds————I fhall 
as little as poffible meddle with what is 
palt. My Bufinefs fhall be to move, and, 
if poflible, perfwade People co purfue their 
Intereft in what’s to come, being fully 
Convince’d,neicher fide has done it hitherto. 
In order to this, a if 1 had faid moshing 
to it before, I fhall begin at the very Be-= 
finning of the whole Affairs and fearching 
firft Principles, let.you fee, Jf Jcan, what 
you have been doing to one another, and 
what to the whole Natiew, in the Quarrels 
and Heats you have fhewn in this Matter 5 
in which really one might fay, without 
Breach 
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of Charity, the World has been more 
Diligent to throw away the Africen-Trade, 
and effe@ually Sink it from the Nation, 
than to Determin how it fhould beft be 
Preferv’d and Upheld. 
Hiftory tells us, That when the Turks 
in the Jafancy of their Prodigious Em- 
pire firft Invaded Europe, and pufh’d on 
their, Conqueft to the Overthrow of the 
Greclan Empire, it was not fo such the 
Wildom and Polity of the Turks, no nor 
fo much their Valour’ and Numbers, that 
prevail’d over the Chriftian Nocicns, tho 
thefe were Formidable enough; but it ‘was 
the Contention, the Jeatouties, the Strite, 
and the Envy of the Chriftian Princes ong 
among another : This open’d the Door of 
Conqnefty and let the Barbarous Nations 
jn among them, till at laft they were all 
Devour’d, and the Grecian-Empire lives 
now but in Story ; the very Name of it is 
loft in the Countries where it Flourifh’d 
In Crucem Triampbat Crefcens, the 
Bnfigts of Mebomer are Flourifh’d over the 
Banners of the Crofs, and the Barbarifms of 
the Heathen tread down the Flourithing 
Seats. of the Gracian Philofopbers, 
_. The Simily is Great, bue will thus far 
“hold, The African-Trade js tn-no Danger 
from the Encroaching-Dutcb, or the Inva- 
ding French, or the Envious Portuguefe, aft 
Neighbours to, and Rivals of the Englifb 
Fa@ories there. We have Strength enough 
in Stock, and Force enough in Setthements, 
to maintain the.Trade againft them all. 
Our Forts and Fa@ories, Caftles and Co- 
jonier, however Bant:r’d and Ridicul’d by 
thofe that firft leflen chem, and then feek 
to get Poffeffion ofthem, 4y both Acknow- 
hedging the Significance of themy thee, I 
fay, are Sufficient to Detend, our Trade. 
cand they have Defended: its. nor has any 
thing been Joft, the Cafualty of the War ex- 
cepted, fince the prefene Company enjoy’d 
the Trade; but on the contrary, large Im- 
provements.have been made, and more 
may ftilt be made—& Bue all che Danger 
of the Trade is from the D‘fentions at 
Home, putling dows, not one another, but 
the, Trade———-— Thefe are the Hands that 
open the Doors to the Dutch, and that Sar- 
gecder the Settlements to the French pmem 


Under thefe private Bends, no Wondee if 
the TradeLanguifhes and Withers 

MIf che Blood be let out of the Body, bow 
fhould the Strength remain ? Ifthe Sap be 
let out of the Tree, how fhall the Branches 
of it Flourith ? How (hall the Young Sprouts 
foot out, or the Verdure and Beauty of 
it Remain ? 

The Strife, the Quarrelling, the Con- 
rentien thic has been upon this Point,have 
all been Pointed at she Trade in general. 
The Artacks upon the Company, the Re- 
pulfes given, the Breaches made, What are . 
they, confider’d in general ? > Tis no Mate 
ter which Side have goc the Better, or 
where the Advantaze has lain———But the 
Frade bas fil) fuffer’d —_—. Like a Father 
of a \arge Family, whofe Children fall out 
and F ghc, ora Civil War in a Nation, let 
which fide foever get the Vi€tory, the Fa- 
mily fufferse ——=_Every Attack upon the 
Company, every Delay of a Setticment, 
are Wounds to the Trade 3 and if the Con- 
tention fhould hold, the African Trade, 
lik a Body in a He&ick Confumptive Di-. 
ftemper, muft Languith and Dye. 

This I doubt has not been confider’d fo 
much as it might have been——At leaf, I 
may fay pofitively, it has not. been con- 
fider’d fo much as it ought to have been— 
The Gentlemen that have oppos’d the 
Company, have notI doubr, duly weigh’d 
the languifhing Pofture they very well 
know the Trade muft lye in, while the 
Company, on whom the Trade Deperds, 
are fhakeo in Credit, and their Foundatie 
ons Undermin’ds at the fame time cffcring. 
no fufficient Equivalent to the Nation for. 
the Company, by which the Trade may 
be fecur’d: This is what I call’d Jetting go 
with one Hand; before we tate bold witb 
the other, * 

Aad indeed this is what F cannot bute 
Refle& upon the Separate Traders for— 
That they do not, or cannot offer any folid 
Security to the Nation for preferving the 
Trade $ and yet will not ceafe Attempting 
to pull down thofe, that for the prefent, 
as well as their Circumftances will admit, do 
fuppore it I think they: fhould at 
leaft forbear the prefent Company, ’till 
theycan find out an Equal Security for the 

Prade, 
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Trade, ad atisfie the Nation that it thall 
not be Deftroy’d. 

Nor has this War had the Event, which 
moft Wars in the World have-—- The 
Parties teem to Fight for che fake of Fight- 
ing, not ter che only juft End of Fighting, 
l mean PEACE Methinks fome 
Tieary might have been fec on Foot be- 
tween the Cont nding Parcies, fome Ac- 
commodations offered, in which the 
hagvy M dium mighc hive bees propofed, 
trac {hould have removed the Grievances, 
and yzt have preferved the Trade. For my 
part 1 muts alsays iufpeé chat Party’s 
Conf, who retife Peace; thus while the 
Conte ation here, aims to deftroy the Com- 
pany, nt co remove che Oo}: étions again 
it, | fu/pe®, and cannot buc think I have 
Realon, hat they chat would get into the 


Trade, would do as little to make i¢ a 
National Good, as their Neighbours. But 
of thefe Things in their Order. J thal 
come to them very quickly, and fhall be 
very plain on both fides, when I do. 
Mean time [ muft take up one Paper, 
tho’ indeed ome would think it fhould be need- 
lefs, toopen the Peoples Eyes tc the true 
Value of this Trade, that they may fee 
the Neceffity uf Preferving it 5 and judge 
what chef People are doing, who run 
fucn Hazird of Deftroying it. When I have 
done this, I fhall Endeavour to let you fee, 
the beft, and perhaps the only Methods to 
preferve it: And is doing that,fhew fome, 
that think themfelves wife Men, the Pre- 
pofterous Steps they have taken, under 
pretence of preferviag this Trade. 


MtrscELLAN EA. 


NE Word more to the Biding /gate 

Gectlemen, and che Coal-Trade. I 
fhew’d you in my left {ome of the Mifchiefs 
of thé prefent Interruption of that Trade 
———-And laid open the Faé& and fome of 
its Confequences; Wil give it you now 
Abridg’d in two Heads. 


1-. The Fikes, that by a Confederacy of 
TEN LIGHTERMEN jin London, 
(perhaps | may give you their Namts 
too, for tis inéet the Town fhould 
kaow them) with fome Fisters and 
Coal Owners at New-caftle The 
Coal-Trade has been form’d into a 
Fatal Monopoly, and Engroffed al- 
molt to che Deftruétion of the Na- 
Vigation, at leaft to fuch a Degree 
of Oppreffion upon the Shipping-part 
-——— Tnat the Owners and Mafters 
are oblin’d to Step, and Stand ftill, 
andthe Trade fuffers a general Joter- 
ruption —Farther, that the{e Ten 
Lightermen ¢:c-ive as the Reward of 
this Collufion, 1500 4. per Ann, from 
the Coal-Owters — —~— All which, 
with what the Coal-Owners gain by 


the Bribery, is Robbed from, . and 
forced out of the Labour of the Poor, 
and the due Profits of the Navigation, 
to its Univerfal Hazard and Difcou- 
ragement. 

2. The Confequences of thi already, .aze, 
( belides what hereafter will be ) 
A full Stop to the Trade Aa 
Interruption of Commerce, 400 Sail 
and upwards of Loaden Ships lye ia 
the River, have been three Months 
on their Voyage, and are like to be 

_ longer The Quantity of Coals 
wanted in the River, and which the 
City MUST H4V§,cannot be brought 
and the City muft psy for all (MARK 
THAT) for wichout the Spiric of 
Prophetie, I pretend to Foretell co my 
Lord Mayor, and my Fellow-Citizens, 
that if fome immediate Remedy be 
not Apply’d, Coals fhall be THREE 
POUNDS per Chaldron before. Chri: 
Stmas And thea let NUMBER 
TEN take Care to Furnifh the Poor, 
or tel] me whether they wi'l venture 
to fhew themfelyes at Bjling/gate. 


YT am: 
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Tam lothto dwell ¢oo fong onthe Di- 
ftemper withour Applying foniething for 
the Cure ; and therefore I fhafll wave much 
L have to fay inthis Cafe, wbich f {bal re- 
turn to again in its Courfe3 and Examina 
little the proper Remedies for this Evii— 
And here } mufttake the oldMethod to tell 
you; firft, Negatively, What CANNOT. 
Remedy it——— This is Neceflary, becaufé 
of the prepofterous Steps fome are taking 
in it, ‘ ie 
Firft, Falling upon the Mafters for tri- 
~ fling Cafes, where we think fome Ad- 


vantage may be had ‘againft them, | 
willyot doit. Such as Summoning thénr 


before the Court of Confervators (an 
empty Scare-Crow !) to appear next 
uly, whether they are bere or no, on 
pretence of Trefpaffing upon the 
River, by lying above two Ships a- 
-breaft in the Pools when the Pool, mo 
nor half the River, will not kolg them 
otherwife——As ifthis vexatious fri- 
volous Profecution could have any 
other Iffye than 


x. To confirm. the Mafters in the 

- Knowledge, chat you cannot: Bite 
harder, or Hurt them in:any thing 
elfes and therefore fhew your 
‘Teeth, to let them know what you 
would do if you could, 

2. Tohelp your own Mifchiefs on, by 
Adding to the Price of Coals -—— 


As if when you make the Ships lye 
farther off, the Coals muft not coft 
the more fetching ; or that. the 
Additional Charge would not in 
- the End lye upon the Buver. When 
_ [thought of this more ferioully, it 
forced from the this Pious Ejacula- 

tion, ; 
O the Stupendious, Unfathomabie, Impenetrable 
Depth of ‘City-Politicks 


_ Secondly, Nor can Application to Queen 
and Councjt help you, and that 
for this ene Reafon (J may give you 

more bereaftér) ——- Her Majefty, God 
be praifed, Governs by Law 5 Her 
Council have neither Hands to Ad, 
“Fongues to Dire&t, or Feet to Walk, 
but as the Law di@ates———— And 
the Law will give you no Relief here; 
for “tis all on the other fide, ’cis all 
ageinft you: The Law fupports 20 
Bribery cr Monopoly -They 
therefore that Talk of Applying to 
the Queen and Council, either know 
not what they fay, or do it only to 
Expofe you+————- I dare fay the 
FAMOUS TEN abovefaid know bet- 
ter than to. fhow their Faces there ; 
and as for she Mafters, shey are ‘upon 
the Defenfive, they have no Bufinefs 
there s ’tis cime enough for them to 
éome there when they are fent for, 
which you may get done-if you can. 
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